62

SACRED MEN AND WOMEN

BOOKl

Among the Kaikolans, a large caste of Tamil weavers
who are spread all over Southern  India, at  least one girl
in every family should be dedicated to the temple service.
The ritual, as  it  is  observed  at  the  initiation  of one of
these   girls   in   Coimbatore,   includes  "a   form   of  nuptial
ceremony.    The relations are invited for an auspicious day,
and the maternal uncle, or his representative, ties a gold
band on the girl's forehead, and, carrying her, places her on
a plank before the assembled guests.    A Brahman  priest
recites the mantrams, and prepares the sacred fire (hSmam).
The uncle is presented with new cloths by the girl's mother.
For the actual nuptials a rich Brahman, if possible, and, if
not, a Brahman of more lowly status is invited.    A Brahman
Is called in, as he is next in importance to, and the repre-
sentative of the idol.    It is said that, when the man who is
to receive her first favours, joins the girl, a sword must be
placed, at least for a few minutes, by her side."    When one
of these dancing-girls dies, her body is covered with a new
cloth which has been taken for the purpose from the idol,
and flowers are supplied  from the  temple   to  which  she
belonged.    No worship is performed in the temple until the
last rites have been performed over her body, because the
idol, being deemed her husband, is held to be in that state
of ceremonial pollution common to human mourners which
debars him from the offices of religion.1     In Mahratta such
a female devotee is called Murli.   Common folk believe that
from time to time the shadow of the god falls on her and
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